most part these losses have been considered nearly permanent and in large part untreatable. It has been the goal of those involved in the rehabilitation of these patients to provide them with compensatory mechanisms for adjustment to the newly acquired disabilities. While this is still important in the care of the neurologically impaired, it is no longer the only modality available to the rehabilitationalist. Over the last twenty years methodologies have been developed, initially in experimental settings and more recently in clinical studies, that are being employed for restoration of neurologic function. In addition, our understanding of -functional recovery in neurologic disease has improved considerably (1,2), and has allowed in part for the further development of possible therapeutic interventions.
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The purpose of this special issue of the Joitnial of Neurologic Rehabilitation is to explore some of these therapeutic interventions. Specifically, the focus here is the restoration of sensorimotor function, although undoubtedly, there is considerable overlap with intervention for return of function in other systems (e.g. visual, auditory, cognitive, language, etc.). The approach is quite interdisciplinary, as practitioners of many different specialties and researches with diffuse interests have contributed to the development of therapeutic interventions in motor function. This compilation includes modalities that are already available in medical practice, others that are actively being investigated in clinical research protocols, and still others that are still purely experimental, but may provide therapies in the not too distant future.
The issue is divided into three sections focusing on different aspects of the problem of restoration of motor function. First, electrophysiologic approaches are addressed in papers on the use of functional electrical stimulation (FES) for restoration of purposeful movement and the physiologic effects of FES as a form of exercise. In addition, the need for sensory feedback in FES motor systems is addressed. Second, surgical approaches are examined. These include, but are not exclusively limited to, tendon transfer and release, and are applicable to spinal cord injury, head injury, stroke and cerebral palsy patients. Third, a group of papers on the pharmacologic modulation of motor recovery is presented. These include discussions of both experimental and clinical data, and involve the use of traditional pharmacologic agents as well as gangliosides.
This issue is not a comprehensive overview of motor rehabilitation in the neurologically impaired. It is, however, a survey of some of the more promising techniques in use and under development in the field. The diversity of approach is what is most remarkable here, and what makes the future of interventional neurologic rehabilitation so exciting.
